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Sir: 

I, Bert Lampson, hereby declare that I am the inventor in the above-identijfied 
application which benefits from a filing date of June 30, 1 994; 

that this invention was conceived in this country long prior to July, 1993, the 
publication date of Rice et al, entitled "Diversity of Retron Elements in a Population of Rhizobia 
and Other Gram-Negative Bacteria" Journal of Bacteriology; 

that I am a co-author of the Rice ct al. publication; 

that I had reduced the invention to practice at least by January 1 9, 1 993; 

that I had worked substantially continuously with my attorney from January, 1993 
to the time of the filing of the instant application; 

that I do not know and do not believe that this invention has been in public prior 
to this application; and 
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that I have never abandoned the invention. 

I further declares that ail statements made herein of my own knowledge are true 
and that all statements made on information and belief arc believed to be true; and further that 
these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false sutements and the like so 
made are punishable by fine or impiisonment, or both under Section 1001 of Title 18 of the 
United States Code, and that such willful false statements may jeopardize the validity of the 
application or any patent issuing thereon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Bert Lamp^ ' 

Date: ^(^^i(S\ 
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